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ENERGY STAR 
Manufactured 

Homes for Infill 

Titan Homes of Sangerfield, New York, has built 
the first ENERGY STAR certified plant to produce 
manufactured housing in New York State, and the 
New York State Energy Research Development 
Authority (NYSERDA) is working with Steven Win-
ter Associates, Inc. (SWA) and Titan to demon-
strate high performance affordable housing for all 
regions of the state. SWA helped to develop a de-
sign for an ENERGY STAR manufactured home 
based on many of the lessons learned through its 
involvement in the U.S. Department of Energy’s 
Building America program. Titan’s local represen-
tative in Harpursville, Hawkins Homes, is complet-
ing work on a single-family home that will cost sig-
nificantly less than more traditional single-family 
homes, and will be energy efficient enough to meet 
ENERGY STAR standards. NYSERDA and SWA plan 
to test this new home to ascertain life-cycle costs 
and savings for this manufactured home, and com-
pare it to a non- ENERGY STAR model. SWA expects 
testing to be completed in February, and will work 
with NYSERDA and other organizations to build 
more sustainable affordable housing across the 
state, with specific emphasis on increasing the use 
of manufactured homes on infill lots in urban com-
munities. To inquire about New York regional pres-
entations on ENERGY STAR manufactured housing 
contact SWA’s Andy Padian at padian@swinter.com, 
 or 212-404-1956. 
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On the Road 
With Building 

America  

Building America Team members brought their lessons learned to the annual 
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engi-
neers (ASHRAE) winter meeting in Anaheim, California this past month. The 
seminar, orchestrated by SWA’s Dianne Griffiths, representing CARB, ad-
dressed the hows and whys of residential ventilation with an emphasis on cli-
mate-specific needs and solutions. Panel members included: Armin Rudd, 
Building Science Corporation; Pat Huelman, University of Minnesota; Max 
Sherman, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory; Neil Moyer, Florida Solar 
Energy Center; and Anil Parekh, CANMET Energy Technology Centre. The dis-
cussion considered the benefits and limitations posed by climate-specific venti-
lation systems, and strategies for taking advantage of regional characteristics. 
While much was said about supply-only systems and balanced ventilation sys-
tems (such as Heat Recovery Ventilators), CARB often recommends a low-cost 
exhaust-only system to its builders. This system involves the upgrade of a stan-
dard bath fan to a high-efficiency, low-sone unit controlled by a mechanical 
timer as well as a standard switch. The result is a simple, affordable system that 
requires no maintenance—benefits not available in all ventilation systems.  

CARBNEWS   February 2004  

Home Automation, Inc. (HAI), a CARB partner and 
a leading manufacturer of integrated automation and 
security products, was presented with an Innovative 
Housing Technology Award for its “OmniTouch” tech-
nology at the 2004 International Builder’s Show held 
in Las Vegas, Nevada last month. According to  
TecHome Builder, one of the award sponsors, “The 
awards are specifically aimed at recognizing signifi-
cant advances by product manufacturers in technol-
ogy development in the housing industry, and are the most prestigious housing 
technology awards for builders.” The OmniTouch is a colorful “plug and play” 
touch-screen interface for HAI’s Omni Family of integrated security and home 
automation controllers. By using its responsive icons one can control a home’s 
lights and small appliances, and monitor and make adjustments to security and 
heating/cooling equipment, including pool and spa temperatures and ventilation. 
Another feature of the technology is that it is self-configuring based on the pro-
gramming of the Omni-family controller. There is no programming, which re-
duces complexity and cost. HAI has teamed with various CARB partners, in-
cluding SWA, with whom they are researching advanced comfort control algo-
rithms to monitor zero-energy homes. Visit www.homeauto.com for more infor-
mation on the OmniTouch. 
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