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Focus on Multi-
Family Housing 

We know that existing houses, espe-
cially large, multi-family buildings, are 
often energy sieves. Building Amer-
ica’s renewed focus on rehab and en-
ergy retrofit met an enthusiastic audi-
ence at the annual Affordable Comfort 
conference in Kansas City, Missouri, 
this month, where SWA’s Andy Padian 
presented an all-day session on multi-
family performance. Combining class-
room and field presentations, Padian 
talked about how to perform energy 
audits in multi-family buildings,  stressing efficiency, health, safety, durability, 
and affordability. After a morning in the classroom discussing basic principles, 
attendees took a walk-through audit of a Kansas City Housing Authority prop-
erty, Brush Creek (photo above). The session, which was sold out, was designed 
to give those who work primarily with single-family buildings the necessary tools 
to take on multi-family buildings, which can benefit from weatherization, utility, 
and commercial contracting programs. 

ZEH Survey 
Says: “Great, 
Tell Us More”  

A recent market survey for CARB 
member Mercedes Homes of its 
customers to determine interest 
in solar hot water and solar 
electric systems typically incorpo-
rated into Zero Energy Homes 
(ZEH) revealed that the public is 
interested, but wants more de-
tails. Steven Winter Associates, 
Inc. (SWA) developed a survey questionnaire to gage market acceptance of solar 
technologies in Mercedes’ East Florida market area. Of the 200 surveys handed 
out to potential homebuyers, 117 were completed and returned – a response 
rate of approximately 60%. Not surprisingly, most of those surveyed indicated a 
lack of knowledge about solar hot water or electric systems. Sixty-six percent and 
54%, respectively, reported that they are not familiar with solar electric and solar 
hot water systems and 14% and 21%, respectively, indicated familiarity. Only 3% 
and 4%, respectively, said they are “very familiar” with the systems. SWA con-
cluded that the best approach to gain near-term market acceptance and pene-
tration is to showcase the solar systems on a model home, and recommended 
the design and construction of model homes. Mercedes’ division in Jacksonville,  
where there are significant utility incentives for solar electric and thermal systems, 
might be a likely location to introduce solar systems. 
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As part of the packed 
Northeast Sustainable 
Energy Association 
(NESEA) conference in 
Boston last month, the 
organization presented 
the annual Northeast 
Green Building Awards 
to recognize outstanding 
achievements in high-
performance architecture 
in the Northeastern U.S. 
Projects considered for this year’s awards had to be completed between January 
1, 1998 and January 1, 2003, and could be either new construction or renova-
tion. First prize in one of the five categories, “Residences,” went to Melrose Com-
mons II in the Bronx, New York, a Building America/CARB project of 30 three-
family homes developed by MCII Associates and designed by architect David Da-
nois Architects, PC. Melrose (detail above) received the first affordable housing 
ENERGY STAR rating by the New York State Energy Research and Development 
Authority (NYSERDA). In making its selections, the awards jury emphasized archi-
tectural form that integrates energy efficiency, renewable energy systems, sensi-
tivity to natural surroundings, and the health of the building for occupants, along 
with the environmental impact of materials, construction, and operation. The 
award was accepted by Les Bluestone of MCII Associates. 

Building 
America/CARB 

Project Honored 

CARB/SWA staff Ric Guilbert, Amanda Magee, and Andrew Padian will be fea-
tured presenters at the NESEA Mid-Atlantic Sustainability Conference (MASC) in 
Trenton, New Jersey, June 4-7. Steven Winter will be the keynote speaker. This 
conference boasts a detailed residential track on small, multi-family, rehab, ret-
rofit, and new construction. For more information visit: www.nesea.org/ build-
ings/be/midatlantic2003/. And in May, SWA will again offer its popular series, 
“Energy Management Practices for Multiple Dwellings,” to take place in New 
York City. Originally run in 2001, this 30-hour training program reviews all as-
pects of designing and managing multiple dwellings for greater efficiency, health 
and safety, durability, and affordability. More than 550 participants took the 
class in 2001, and over 90% said they would recommend the class to a col-
league. Registration is available through SWA’s website at: www.swinter.com. 

Put It On Your 
Calendar 
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