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MONTHLY UPDATE ON PARTICIPATION IN THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY'S BUILDING AMERICA PROGRAM

CARB
Welcomes
William Ryan
Homes

Beazer to
Build Zero-
Energy
Prototype

Longtime CARB member Ryan Homes
is now joined by the next generation of the
Ryan homebuilding family, William Ryan
Homes (WRH) - the newest member of
the CARB team. WRH of the Ryan
Building Group, located in the Chicago
area, constructs approximately 900 homes
a year in four markets: two in the Chicago
area and one each in Milwaukee and
Cincinnati. As part of its work with WRH,
CARB will value-engineer the entire
product line and assist in developing new
HVAC designs. CARB is currently
analyzing several of the builder's top-selling plans and compiling base case information.
WRH is collaborating with CARB industry member Certainteed in its Certified Plus
Home (CPH) Program, initiated by the building products manufacturer. The program
guarantees a cap on home energy use and will compensate the homeowner for energy
bills in excess of the guarantee amount. CARB anticipates that after incorporating the
proposed modifications to the homes, energy use will fall well below CPH criteria.

Beazer Homes Southern California division, which recently adopted CARB
recommendations for performance and ventilation specifications across its entire
product line, is in preliminary planning stages for several new subdivisions in Southern
California. One of them, "The Greens," located in Palmdale, will be the site of a new
Zero Energy Homes (ZEH) initiative design study. ZEH is a program funded by the
U.S. Department of Energy to help homebuilders develop, build, and market
residential communities that utilize active and passive solar techniques, load-reduction
(with the use of photovoltaic cells) and solar thermal water-heating systems to eliminate
or greatly reduce electrical consumption. SWA heads up one of four ZEH teams and is
collaborating with Beazer to
develop an advanced prototype
home to be built in The Greens.
The ultimate goal is to build entire
ZEH communities. Beazer
Southern California's prior
experience with solar PV includes a
project with HUD's Partnership
for Advancing Technology in
Housing (PATH) to build a
prototype solar residence in Simi
Valley, California (see photo). SWA
will work with Beazer and the
design architect in the preliminary
stages to study and suggest the
most cost-effective strategies early
in the process.
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